
TOPICAL TALE

Just before Christmas, a father calls
his son, who lives 100 miles away.
Father: “I hate to ruin your day but I
have to tell you that your mother and I
are divorcing; 45 years of misery
is enough”.
Son: “Dad, what are you talking
about?”
Father: “We can’t stand the sight of
each other any longer. We’re sick of
each other and I’m sick of talking
about this, so you call your sister and
tell her”. 
Son calls sister, who says: “Like
hell they’re getting divorced. I’ll take
care of this”.
Daughter to father: “You are not
getting divorced. Don’t do a single
thing until I get there. I’m calling my
brother back and we’ll both be there
tomorrow. Until then, don’t do a thing.
Do you hear me?” 
Father to wife: “Done! They’re
coming for Christmas. And they’re
paying for their own petrol.”

John Caton

THE IMPORTANCE OF WALKING

Walking can add minutes to your life.
This enables you at 85 years old to
spend an additional five months in a
nursing home at £2,000 per month.

My grandpa started walking five miles
a day when he was 60. Now he’s 97,
and we have no idea where he is.

I like long walks, especially when they
are taken by people who annoy me.

The only reason I would take up
walking is so that I could hear heavy
breathing again.

I have to walk early in the morning,
before my brain works out what I’m
doing.

I joined a health club last year; spent
about 250 quid. Haven’t lost a pound.
Apparently you have to go there!

Every time I hear the dirty word
“exercise”, I wash my mouth out with
chocolate.

I do have flabby thighs, but
fortunately my stomach covers them.

The advantage of exercising every
day is that, when you die, they’ll say:

“Well, he looks good, doesn’t he?”

If you are going to try cross-country
skiing, start with a small country.

Every time I start thinking too much
about how I look, I just find a pub with
a Happy Hour and, by the time I
leave, I look just fine.

Name and address supplied

MISCELLANY

Young girl, whispering to mother at
a wedding: “Why is the bride dressed
in white?’’
Mother: “Because white is the colour
of happiness, and today is the
happiest day of her life.”
Girl, after a moment’s thought: “So
why is the groom wearing black?”

Exam question for police
trainee: “What would you do if you
had to arrest your own mother?”
Trainee: “Call for backup.”

My racing snail was not winning

races any more, so I decided to
remove his shell to make him more
aerodynamic. It didn’t work. If
anything it made him more sluggish.

During a school variety show, a hole
opened up in the stage floor. The
performers managed to avoid it until
little Freddy accidentally stepped
through the hole up to his knee. He
apologised to the audience,
prompting a heckler to call: “Don’t
worry, Freddy. It’s just a stage you’re
going through!”

Various contributors

STAR WARS… AND SOME
LATIN TIPS

Luke and Obi-Wan are in a Chinese
restaurant. Skilfully using his
chopsticks, Obi-Wan deftly takes a
large portion of noodles and then
tops it off with some chicken and
cashew nuts. All this is done with the
ease you’d expect from a Jedi
Master. Poor old Luke is having a
nightmare, using his chopsticks in

both hands, dropping his food all
over the table and eventually himself.
Obi-Wan looks at Luke
disapprovingly and says, “Use the
forks, Luke.”

Those teachers who pushed me to
study Latin all those years ago
weren’t entirely wrong.  Here are a
few phrases I’ve found especially
handy... 

Nescio quid dicas
I don’t know what you’re talking about

Ita erat quando hic adveni.
It was that way when I got here

Noli me vocare. Ego te vocabo.
Don’t call me. I’ll call you.

Die dulci freure
Have a nice day

Perscriptio in manibus tabellariorum
est
The cheque is in the post

Fac ut vivas
Get a life.

Jennifer Stewart

FURRY FUNNY

The RSCA, while stressing that its 24-
hour advice and cruelty line is only for
urgent calls, has published a
selection of funny phone calls. Here
are some of them:

● A caller reported a cat was stuck
on a roof. It turned out to be a satellite
dish. 
● A woman wanted an RSPCA call
centre agent to speak to her husband
as he was refusing to get out of bed
and walk the dog. 
● An unhappy woman called to say
that a cat had been abandoned in
her garden. She called back later that
day in a better mood to say that the
cat turned out to be a surprise
present from her husband. 
● An RSPCA inspector went out to
an incident following reports that a
cat had been found under a bush.
The “cat” was a jumper with a
reindeer picture on it. 
● A shopper called to find out how
she could make sure she only bought
milk from happy cows.

RSPCA
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LETTER TO A MOTHER

Dear Mum,

It is with great regret and sorrow that I’m leaving this letter for you
to find.

I had to elope with my new girlfriend because I wanted to avoid a
scene with you and Dad.

I’ve been finding real passion with Stacy, and she is so nice, but
I knew you would not approve of her, because of all her piercings,
tattoos, her tight motorcycle clothes, and because she is so much older
than I am.

But it’s not only the passion, Mum.
She’s pregnant.
Stacy said that we will be very happy. She owns a trailer in

the woods, and has a stack of firewood for the whole winter. We share
a dream of having many more children.

Stacy has opened my eyes to the fact that marijuana doesn’t
really hurt anyone. We’ll be growing it for ourselves, and trading it
with the other people in the commune for all the cocaine and ecstasy we
want.

Don’t worry, Mum, I’m 15, and I know how to take care of myself.
Someday, I’m sure we’ll be back to visit, so you can get to know

your many grandchildren.

Love, 
your son, Nicholas.

P.S. Mum, none of the above is true. I’m over at Jason’s house. I just
wanted to remind you that there are worse things in life than the school
report that’s on my desk.

I love you!
Call when it’s safe for me to come home
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